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verse accidents and to remain equable, uniform,
and constant. Montaigne was aware that he was
far from being the tranquil possessor of such
philosophical valiance, yet it was an ideal which
he held up before himself, and which in some in-
adequate degree had even incorporated itself with
his spirit.

In 1574 Charles IX. was succeeded on the
throne by his brother, Henri IIL It is certain
that Montaigne was one of the many gentlemen
in ordinary of the King's chamber, but the date
of his appointment has not been ascertained. On
the title-page of the first edition of the Essays
(1580) the author describes himself as uCheva-
lier de Tordre du Roy et Gentil-honime ordinaire
de sa Chambre." Such gentlemen in ordinary
were very numerous; the Venetian ambassadors
to the Court in 1577 were impressed by the great
array of the King's attendants. The duties of
those in residence were not laborious; they in-
troduced persons to the royal presence, and held
themselves in readiness to receive and execute his
orders. But so great wras the number of these
functionaries that residence was probably not re-
quired of all. The title served as a distinction,
and permitted its owner, if he desired it, to ap-
proach the person of the monarch.* A like ap-

* A. Gran, La Vie publique de Montaigne, p. 180.
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